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DETAILED ACTION 

This is an allowance for application no. 09/697,483 in response to the 
amendment filed on July 7, 2004 in which claims 52-57, 65-71 and 73 are presented for 
examination. 

Response to Amendment 

The cancellation of claims 58-64 has been noted. 

Applicants remarks, see page 10, filed July 7,2004, with respect to claims 
52-57 and 73 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The amendment to 
claims 52 and 73 have overcome the 35 USC 102(b) rejection as being anticipated by 
Narita et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 52-57, 65-71 and 73 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As noted in the previous Office Action claims 65-71 were found allowable after 

applicant's amendment filed on April 5, 2004. 

As noted in the previous Office Action, US Patent 4,748,512 to Armstrong 

teaches a method of encoding at least a portion of an image, comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a region of an image having pixels at locations identifiable by two 
non-collinear axes, each pixel having an appearance (Col 4 Lines 24-50, Fig 1 and 2); 

(b) analyzing axis-wise said pixels to determine sequences of pixels having 
substantially identical appearance (Col 5 Lines 41-43); 
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(c) comparing a sequence of pixels occurring along a first axis-wise traverse with 
a sequence of pixels occurring along a successive axis-wise traverse (Col 5 Lines 44- 
47); 

(d) in the event that said comparison discloses two or more successive traverses 
having an identical number of distinct appearances in an identical progression, 
recording a number corresponding to the number of such successive traverses (22. Fig. 
4a), recording for said first traverse a series of ordered pairs comprising a first value 
(26, Fig. 4a) representing the appearance and a second value (28, Fig. 4a) representing 
the number of successive pixels having said appearance, and recording for each 
successive traverse a series of values corresponding to said second value of each 
ordered pair (Col 5 Lines 1-64); 

(e) in the event that said comparison fails to disclose two or more successive 
traverses having an identical number of distinct appearances in an identical 
progression, recording the number one and recording for said traverse a series of 
ordered pairs comprising a first value representing the appearance and a second value 
representing the number of successive pixels having said appearance (Col 5 Lines 3-4, 
Lines 17-35) ; and 

(f) repeating steps (c), (d) and (e) until said pixels of said region are completely 
encoded (Col 5 Lines 36-67, Col 6 Lines 1-23, Fig 1 and 2). 

As shown above for step (d), Armstrong teaches storing the values for a first line 
and the number of identical traverses following the first traverse. By the fact that the 
lines are identical the second value has been stored for each successive traverse. It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
that Armstrong stores the number of identical rows therefore the second values, of the 
ordered pairs, for each successive traverse is recorded. Armstrong does not teach the 
step (f) further including the limitation "wherein the recording of each successive 
traverse includes recording the series of values corresponding to said second value of 
each ordered pair without recording the first value representing the appearance". This 
feature along with the other features of the claims overcomes the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5543. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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